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 We are Cristina Kian and Samyr  
Moises, a couple that planed since 2008 
go to Mozambique, Africa to work as a  
Volunteer to fight the poverty by fighting 
illiteracy.

 We chose the project Teacher  
Training College (TTC/EPF) in Chimoio’s city, to 
make some diference around here, to share, to 
live, to teach and mainly to learn more about life.

 This is our 1st. Report, we hope it warms your 
heart up and it brings some foccus to your eyes - 
what’s really important in our life ?



 What do you want to do in your next 6 months? That was the question 
that we made in July of 2010. We were in USA, just finished our Fundraising 
and thinking: “oh my god, and now?”. So, we started to think together what 
we want to do, what we want to see and feel in this near future, so, we did! 
We decided what to do, how to start and to pack every plan to use it in Mo-
zambique, our future home for the next months.
 Our 1st step in Africa was in August 12th, in Johannesburg - South Af-
rica, one night in a hotel called Africa Centre and in the next day, we got 
a bus to Maputo, Mozambique.
 When people say that South Africa and Mozambique are different we 
can say: “yes, it is”. In S. Africa you can see a lot of well organized Farms, the 
road are quite good, at least in the part that we saw, people were wearing 
good clothes, and when we compare this little experience to the big one 
that we’re having in Mozambique, we say that Mozambique  is really poor. As 
you cross the border  you can see a lot of little tents selling alcohol, a lot 
of simple houses made by straw, people without shoes, wearing really old 
clothes and carring a lot of babies with their capulanas(local fabric).
 Ok, here, you can feel the poor, but another thing that you can re-
ally feel is the happiness of the people, the love that warms your heart up, 
the little hands following your steps around the street and calling your 
name, For us, it makes we feel in a really rich country, a country rich of 
love.
 We arrived in Chimoio’s City in August 17th, 
we had 1 week to warm up the soul and the mind, to 
adapt our ideas to real projects in here. So, after 
just one week we started to work with our clubs. 
We create math’s, Portuguese, musical band and 
English Clubs, At sundays we use to show a movie, 
as a Movie Night. The students in here loved this 
experience.
 We started to follow the students in the 
pedagogical practicies. how it works? Each one of us went to the primary 

schools of EPF Neighborhood and watch some TTC’s 
students working as a Teacher . The idea is to improve 
their way of teaching, discussing about posture, man-
ner, and so on. Something that was really amazing 
was to see our students, the ones that were in our 
portuguese club using correct grammar terms in 
this practicies, something that in the beggining they 
didn’t use very well. I think we’ll never forget this 
day, it was amazing.

When the impossible is  
really nothing

 



 Another fantastic thing was our math’s Club, the students start-
ed to understand a lot of things about math, that for them in the past 
was almost impossible to solve.
  In our free time in TTC we worked shoulder to shoulder with 
the community. We gave some classes in the kindergarden CAN(Centro 
Aberto Nhamatsane) and some T.I. courses to the Technological School 
Artes & Oficios. That was great to realize how those students took ad-
vantage from those courses, even it was the first time using a computer 
for some of them. The big smiles and the shine of their eyes was a sign 
that we were in the right way.

        
 
 For the school vacation we planned to work with the communi-
ty, to repair the blackboard of some schools near here, to create a play-
ground for those Kids of Nhamatsane Neighborhood, and try more 
donation and partnership to CAN (Centro Aberto Nhamatsane - that is 
a pre-school that was created by a community Activist called Inacio in 
partnership with EPF/TTC some years ago).
 Just to know this kindergarden has an average of 30 children 
and supports this kids with material, bag, classes all the morning, and 
usually we volunteers of EPF can help them with some classes and Ac-
tivities there with those beautiful and smart kids.

…

 Sometimes here you will feel that nobody from ADPP want to help 
or support your projects, sometimes you will realize that some of them 
will hate to see DIs going to work in the community, but as a DI you 
need to plan everything very well and don’t give up your dreams and 
your ideas. Don’t forget that we need to make the things happens if we 
want to be part of the changes.  



 We think we can give you some tips about DI life in the project:

	 •	 Plan	 your	 future	 months,	 don’t	 wait	 to	 prepare	 your	month 
  when you reach the time - like us in here, we prepared our 2 final  
 DI months (december and January) that is school vacation in here,  
 so now we are going to have a lot of activities these times and  
 not just see the months passing away.

	 •	Take	care	about	Malaria	disease	-	Every	night,	since	we	arrived 
  here, we’re using insect killer in our bedroom, insect repellent, 
  pants and shoes after 6 pm and never slept out of a mosquito net.

	 •	Be	patient

	 •	Maintain	the	foccus	of	your	job	in	here

	 •	Enjoy	E	V	E	R	Y	T	H	I	N	G,	this	time	here	is	going	to	be	a	great	 
 experience in your life.

  Thank you so Much and see you soon!!!

Samyr A. Moises & Cristina Kian 
samyrmoises@gmail.com & cristina.kian@gmail.com
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